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Retrospective study in 10 years of Myasthenia gravis patients
undergoing thymectomy in Ramathibodi hospital

Photjianee ChanKam® B. Sc. (Nursing and Midwifery)., Grad. Dip (Anesthetist Nurse)
Paungam Pukrittayakamee** MD., Dip. Thai Board of Anesthesiology

Abstract: 123 myasthenia gravis patients undergoing thymectomy operation in
Ramathibodi Hospital from 1987 to 1996 were studied retrospectively from medical
history record, in repect of severity of disease before operation, choice of
anesthesia, muscle relaxant, narcotics and necessity of using ventilator
postoperatively. The result is that most patients were young aged between 21-41
years old, more women than men. The severity of disease was mild to moderate.
General anesthesia was performed by using endotracheal tube. 52 patients with
muscle relaxant and 71 patients without muscle relaxant. 15 patients with muscle
relaxant needed wentilator after operation while 18 patients without muscle
relaxant needed ventilator after operation. There was no significantly statistic differ-
ence. It concluded that the use of muscle relaxant during anut*hesia not effect the
cause of using ventilator in thymectomy operation. Rama Nurs ] 1999; 5(1):57-67.

Keywords : Myasthenia Gravis, anesthesia for thymectomy, ventilator, muscle relaxant.

"“Anesthetist Nurse, ** Assistant Professor. Department of Anesthesiology, Faculty of Medlicine,
Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol University.
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