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Outcome of endotracheal intubation among hospitalized patients

in department of medicine

Vatinee Kutchamach* B.Sc. (Nursing) M.N.S.{Adult Nursing)
Prakong Intarasombat** M.S.(Nursing Administration) Jantip Vongsvivut* M.S.{Nursing)
Supanee Kanjanajaree*** M.S.(Nursing)

Abstract Objective : The purpose of this study was to determine the events of
endotracheal intubationreintubation in medical patients, length of stay and
functional status of the patients before discharge.

Design : Prospective -descriptive study.

Setting: Four inpatient units,Department of Medicine, Ramathibodi hospital.

Population: All patients have been intubations between May-April 1998.

Instrument : An endotracheal intubation and reintubation form.

Results : During this period, There were 110 intubated adult patients which
have average length of stay 17.76 days (SD=14.80, Range=1-66) . The majority of
these groups were above 60 years old (58.1%). Ninety one percents of the patients
were intubated via oral route. The neurological patients such as cerebro-vascular
disease and neuro-muscular disease were intubated 37.3 percents. Plan for
extubation was 44.5 percents. However, Premature extubations was found 21.8
percents with the following reason; self-extubation, accidental and cuff leak
Reintubation were found 35 events in 28 patients. One patients was mutiple
reintubated for 4 times. Duration between extubation and reintubation was 3.22
hours (SD=2.56,Range=1-10). Fifty-six point four percents of intubated patients can
be discharged from the hospital but 53.2 percents of these were total dependent at
the time being discharged. Rama Nurs ] 2000; 6(1) : 20-30.

Keywords : intubation, reintubation, patients'outcome

* Clinical Associate. ™ Associale Professor, " Assistant Professor, Depariment of Nursing.
Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, M ahidel University.
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