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Response of cancer patient toward receiving radiation therapy

and their perception of individualized supportive educative care

from the nurses

Komnika Trichorb* BSc. (Nursing & Midwifery)
Pranee Chavalitsakuichai Lundberg** BSc. (Nursing & Midwifery), MSc., Ph.D.
Preeya Pairatchvet* BSc. (Nursing & Midwifery)

Abstract: The purpose of this descriptive study was to explore (1) the response of
cancer patients toward receiving radiation therapy (RT), and (2) the perception of
these patients about the individualized educative supportive care from nurses at
the Division of Radiotherapy, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital. Ninety
male and 91 female cancer patients receiving radiation therapy were randomly
selected from out - patients clinic, Radiation therapy division. They answered a
questionnaire for demographic information, response toward RT and perception of
individualized educative supportive care from the nurses. The results showed that
the most common response toward RT were acceptance/ calmness. There were
more anxiety and frightening/fear among female than among male patients. More
male than female patients were satisfied with the individualized educative
supportive care provided from the nurses. Nurses should be aware of the response
of cancer patients toward RT and their perception of individualized educative
supportive care from the nurses and of gender differences in order to prepare and
provide effective educative supportive care. Rama Nurs ] 2000; 6(1) : 31-41.

Keywords: Cancer patients, human response, radiation therapy, educative
supportive care

" Nurse, Division of Radiotherapy, Department of Radiology, Faculty of Medicine Ramathibodi
Hospital, Mahidol University, Bangkok, Thailand.
" Senior Lecturer. Nursing Education, Department of Public Health and Caring Sciences, Faculty of
medicine, Uppsala University, Uppsala, Sweden.

Vol. 6 No. 1

41



	01.gif
	02.gif
	03.gif
	04.gif
	05.gif
	06.gif
	07.gif
	08.gif
	09.gif
	10.gif
	11.gif
	12.gif

