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The critical thinking development through PBL in Nursing students

Rujires  Thanooruk* RN. MEd.(Educational Psychology and Guidance),
MEd. (Educational Management)
Prapis Chanpuelksa™ RN. MSc. (Applied Behavioral Science Research)

Abstract One of the goals of baccalaureate nursing education is to facilitate
students” cognitive development, that is, their abilities to employ reason and
engage in contextual decision-making. Several strategies have been implemented
to enhance students’ cognitive development. The purposes of this study were
to investigate the effects of Problem-based Learning (PBL) strategies on the
development of students’ critical thinking skill and to investigate the relationship
among critical thinking skill (CTS), critical thinking disposition (CTD) and student
grade point (SGP) of the implemented PBL nursing course. This study was quasi-
experimental in one group pre and posttest. The subjects consisted of 125
freshman nursing students of Ramathibodi School of Nursing who studied in
one nursing course, the Introduction to Nursing course, in the first semester
2001. The research instruments were translated by Thanaporn Yamsuda (1999 )
from Facione and Facione’s Critical Thinking tools; CCTDI and CCTST. The data
were collected on the first and the last week, a week before final examination,
of such nursing course. The first result shown that the CTD scores were quite
high level both pre and posttest, and they were not significant difference.
Secondly, the posttest CTS were significantly higher than the pretest (p<.001)
and both of them were fare level. Nevertheless, there were significant
difference only evaluation and reference parts (p<.05 and <.01). Lastly, there
were significant positive relationship between the scores of CTS and the scores
of CID (p<.05) and there were significant positive relationship between the
scores of CTS and SGP of such PBL course (p<.01). This study indicated that
PBL method could enhance the CTS in nursing students. Therefore this teaching-
learning method should be extended to other courses in the baccalaureate
nursing program. Rama Nurs J 2002; 8(2) : 124-34.
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