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Nursing Students’ Needs during Clinical Practice at Outpatient

Department

Montha Limthongkul*, M.S. (Nursing)

Pranom Poosrithong*, M.N.S.

Abstract: The purpose of this descriptive study was to assess nursing students’ needs
during their clinical practices at the outpatient unit. The sample was 102 third-year
nursing students studying at Ramathibodi School of Nursing. After completing their
clinical practices at the outpatient department, Ramathibodi Hospital, all subjects
were asked to complete the Clinical Practice Need Assessment Form consisting of
three domains including preceptorship, nursing skills, and environment. Data analysis
was done by using descriptive statistics. Results indicated that students’ needs ranking
from the highest to lowest levels were needs of preceptorship, nursing skill and
environment. The five highest needs regarding sub-items were having good relationship,
being kindness, being a good role model, and having fairness and familiarity, which
all of these were in the item of preceptorship aspect. In contrast, the five lowest needs,
were the sub-items of the privacy area for conference, climate for learning work
assignment for clinical practice, appropriate equipment for nursing procedures, and
orientation of the steps for admission. With these lowest needs, the first, two and the
fourth sub-item were in the item of environment. The third one was in the item of
preceptorship and the fifth was in the item of nursing skills. Findings from the study
would be a guide for nursing educators or preceptors at the outpatient department who
are responsible for teaching students to realize the importance of developing the

appropriate roles of nursing educators in the outpatient department.

Keywords: students’ needs, clinical practice, Out Patient Department
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