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Taiteawes 3o8az 61.6 §i-noLdinaSnmau “sia
16 09893 Ao Sosaz 23.3 1 noUseiu UMW
UnTnae uasngdumsnwies Jaeaz 13.5 Ngu
e ulne (83.8%) dilsadszaned wu
snnulsedadinaud 0-5 Tsa aeds 1.42 Tsa
(SD = 1.19) “wulsalszdrfinuanni 0 @D
Anuauladin 95a8as 55.1 999848 AD LNWNY
SpEar 34.4 WIlaso8ar 27.7 V9NN MDY
Sawaz 9.7 uz5930ear 9.0 lonesagar 6.9 uay
‘['mﬂamqmﬁ”'uga%'ﬁaﬂaz 5.6 ﬂ&juﬁmﬁhqﬁiﬂwﬁ'ﬂ
wsn3usaua 30-90 Alandy Ande 55.49 Alandu
(SD = 12.05) laadicasiisnane (Munalagly
u_adludlansumses u_wluwassnmas
99: Alansu/Lans?) 13.33 ~35.97 Aaas 23.5
(SD = 4.45) fisunuSuueululsenenna eaud
1 89 62 Su Tnsfianassassnuiunay 10.98
U (SD = 9.74) MN8N (median) 8 I HNUIU
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27 918 (8.8%) Aidanudnnd .0 (mode) 6 1Y
Fuu 38 518 (Saway 12.4)
danmsanadudsmeiasufidnmsiile
wsnJuhlsawena wud gthe sangiissaudly
Tnadiusenie 5.7-16.5 n3u/1a3ans Auade
11.22 n5u/103a03 (SD = 1.95) fiszaudnlanse
senedasas 15.40-49.80 Miadssooay 33.36
(SD = 5.96) laswungthameiinneda (dly
Tnatumnin 12.4 nSN/10Fa05) WU 66 8
¥3030808z 20.37 YadngNemBEN kel
fiamzga (adlulnadumni 11.71 n3u/108a05)
NUIN 127 98 ¥383088¢ 39.20 VANNGHIIBEN
uszaudayiivluidaeveinguiiadeimsning
13.70-56.00 N33/805 Made 38.19 NSN/aA3
(SD = 6.5) laggithe 218U 82 9en3e
Sawaz 25.3 ﬁﬁayﬁulmﬁami"w (hypoalbuminenia)
vidoriasnt 35 n3u/Ans Fulusen aussding
ﬂzjué’aaﬂwﬁixﬁu‘[ﬂsauﬁgﬂmﬂsl,ul,ﬁamwdw
42.30-94.00 n3u/805 ARAY 71.65 N3N/A05
(SD = 8.42)
tlauunngudagmuuKUNIYINTIY
wazukuNAaensINuazaaslalin * wud Hethe
°1uuwuﬂmigsn3‘su 183 AU (5088¢ 56.48) WAy
Tuunundasnssuuazeaslslan " 141 au (Speas
43.52) (iafinsandnuazdils UYAAIWUD
dudsitngudredluununaigsnssuannniy
UNUNABENIINUAZDDSLoUAN “aeeilite MaAgy
"N 86 Aeeng (t = -4.17, df = 322, p < .001)
wazsu 15eEass (t = -5.16, df = 319, p<.001)
awdndy  Tesdadsaiguesgiaeluwnun
2gsNIIN 73.77 U Iuﬂmsﬁcﬂhtagﬂmqwm@'ﬂm
UWNUNABENTSY waraaslsUan ~ 70.29 U wae
dnnulsaBeswaufihemgsnssuiisuais 1.71
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asiwluwmzﬁahmu‘[mL'%ya%'mm@'ﬂaﬂﬁaﬂniw
wazandlsUin ‘dende 1.06 aghe uiladadu
amwrasithe 9918 wud fulsmenaiing
nandag e luukundaanssuuazaaslalan * anh
WKUNBIEINTIH BENTY AN D6 A 1) seau
Flaulnatuludaausnsu (t = 2.45, df = 308, p <.05)

oaslsTiin wussdudoyiiu ludanmiasas 6.1
3) Tsaunamaaludaausndu (t = 3.17, df = 282,
p <.01) 4) anu 1Nsalumsmianssunaun
Tsawenuna (t = 4.37, df = 284, p<.001) 5) AW

N30 luMSMNANTINUISNIU (t= 11.18, df = 310,
p < .001) Uaz 6) AN 13150 luMMNINTIY

Tnaamihe (t = 4.62, df = 302, p < .001) (a9
MINN 1)

2) ssaudayiuludanusniv (t = 5.81, df = 286,
LAl =1 L L a =

p<.001) Tagethemesnssuiissaudayiinluben

mMnUnG Seees 21.9 udlugihedasnssuuas

mand 1 WisuidisummdesrasimulsnAnmnssninurunagsnssuuasdasm asuazaaslalan “(N=324)

s g3 63 (n=183) dasd asuazaasloUdn " (n = 141)

Mean t SD Mean + SD Independent t-test

2y (V) 73.77 £ 7.79 70.29 + 7.16 —4.17
suulsadada 1.71 £ 1.22 1.06 £ 1.04 -5.12%**
vhwiln (ATana) 54.18 £12.57 56.86 +11.37 1.63
seoudlulnaduludanusniu (n5u/103809) 10.98 £ 2.03 11.53 + 1.80 2.45%
seoudlulnaduludanlndanmie (nSu/weddas) 10.29 £ 1.63 10.33 £ 1.51 .09
szaudayiiuludaausniu (nu/ans) 36.37 * 6.27 40.65 = 6.01 5.81%%*
szaudayiiuludanlnaimihe (nu/a03) 32.20 £ 5.70 33.16 £ 6.79 .69
3.17%*
Tusdunamualudaalndsmne (n3u/a09) 64.15 £ 17.43 67.78 . 1.93
anu nsalumsmianssunawenlsiwenua 15.02 * 5.21 17.00 4.37%%
6.67 14.79 11.18%**
anu 1nsolumsinanssulaganmibe 11.27 + 6.85 14.31 4.62%%x
M3 U YuUBNATBUAN 17.39 + 3.70 16.60 . -1.91

Tsdunanualudoaausniu (nSu/aas) 70.32 £ 8.66 73.47

ANY 1358 MSINNANTINUSATU 7.58

MnuTuuaululsanenuia (Gu) 10.91 £ 9.71 11.07 . 14

ANIELWE * = p < .05, ** =p < .01, *** =p <.001

AATNINUD seaudayinuasszaulusfiunivae

AN “WWUSIzBINTEAR FINUIIIUIU
waululsanenunaasgihe sang

]
= o

lﬁl =
Wathawdsnldlunisd@nwininiaiiy

£ 4

PNUSAUD WU UIUTSINEI VD WaAIS

Tuidaedusnenlsawenainny “vwusnau
nunuTuueululsaneruiazesgihe o1y
atiile AN 86 (Spearman’s Rho = -.16,
p<.01; uaz -.16, p = .01, two-tailed MNAIAU)
wingenuh sedudayfiuuarszduTsiunoue
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ludaagieusnighlsanenuaiaiss  uauiu
vauTulsswennazasgthe sangisnuiu e
wanItaerleargsnIsuLasdasnIsnuay
aaslaldn ~ wul szaudayiiuuasszaulusiu
nainaaludaagieusnigrlsaneruiaiaiu
“wwusmeaununnuiuuaululsawenuiazes
Hihadaznssuuazaaslstan it agma
016 (Spearman’s Rho = -.24, p = .01; U8y -.24,
p = .01 MNAAU) UalinuaNN “NWNUSTEWINN
ssé’ué’agﬁuua:szé’u‘[ﬂsﬁuﬁ%wumﬁuﬁwmui’u
waululsawenuazasetieargsnssuadiaiie
AN 8@ (Spearman’s Rho = -.12, p > .05;
uaz -.11, p > .05 MNAIOU)
wananil wuheny nselumshianssy

wugiurasihe vargiiausniunasiiialng

Nuiheiieny “wWusnmeauiuuwIuueuly
Tsanenazaegthe sengaeniite 1dgme 66
(Spearman’s Rho = -.28, p < .001; waz -.35,
p < .001, two-tailed MNAIAU) RNIBAIINT

AN wmsaiunwﬁnﬁamsuﬁugmwaqﬁﬂ’m
Sangdlausniunasdauimmheiaias Sunuiu
vaululsswennazasgihe sangivnuiu e
wendtaneiEiheagsnssuuaseiledaanssy
wazaaslsldn © WanIsINBEY PAAREINUMS
Sameisa feanw wnsalumshianssuitugy
apatfthe _sogiilausniuuaziilalndimined
A uNusMau nuInuIuueululsinenua
waspthe segegdive awme 86 (ludihe
21gINIIN @1 Spearman’s Rho = -.33, p < .001;
uaz -.33, p <.001 MNaOU wazlugthadaenssy
wazaaslstdn * @ Spearman’s Rho = -.36, p <.001;
uaz -.42, p < .001 MuMeu) agrlsiau
tadefinuh Tifiens “wiustuuiuueuly
Tsanennazasgthe sangadaiite 1dgme 66
Toud ang e Snulsadas thwinusniu
szaudlulnatuludoa aw ransalumsm
fanssunawdlsaweIta uasms Hu yuwes
AsUATI (FINTITH 2)

MmN 20 e NRLsIzINIwslumsAnwusziuiuueululsimeninazesgithe ey (N=324)

auds

N uuaululsangIua

@1 Spearman’s Rho (r)

gy

LNE (ST 0 = L@, 1 = LNAVEN)
snnulsada

vhuiinusniu

seaudTalnadudiausnihlsanenuna
sedudayfiudlausnidilamentna
sedulusiunanuaidausnihlsamenna

anu nsalumsmianssunawenlsinenna
A nsalumamianssuiiausniughlsawena
ANy nsalumsmianssudeuivihe

M3 U YuUBNATAUAN

.05
-.07

.06
-.07
-.04
-.16
-.16
-.08
-.28
-.35

.04

Vol. 13 No. 2




tlhaan 517N “wﬁ’ua’n“’uimmi’uuau?ufwwmmawm@”ﬂwuamgl

anUsraua

= =1 L LAl
nnmslFauiisuansaseetiie 101y
g asuazdaad a5 wu anuuanely
v o 43%’ % W = = L =
Mupg MnulsnEese szavdlalnaduy dayiiu
Tustunavnalutdae @N 1N5aluaIsm
AanssunaluszasnautnlsanenuIa  wsnsuwn
Tsanenwa waslnanmine lasanadeanguas
Vo 1 1 d‘ Vo
{U2881850958NINNTIAILAA D182 B
AaenssNwazanslsUan “uwazilsalszanmannnan
\ L =t =Y L a = g =
uiszaudlalnadu dayiiu Tsdunmualuden
wazANy 13nsalunismaanssndeaniigiae
AasnssNwazeaslslan © a19asurelailas
sysnmdeeethe sorgluununaigsnssuind
daymlsaBesuaziinsumssnen lulsanenuianie
< U o .
daymiauthedaunau (acute on top chronic
illness) Mlviszaudlulnadu dayiu uasldséiu
5 .J ' < U = [
MrNaNlFlunmseay usnaenNuihaissau
& U Y [ ala e’d'w o Y ] 4:3’
mnhithedagnssnuazaaslslan Niniidaved
MUNMSENAANINNINASHISAUSENAIIE BTN
< U = o .55 o v a va
msutha@eunay FnnaIwdsneasljus
5Ll 3ﬁ'aummLL%QLL'iwmﬁjﬂamzﬁ'uwﬁq
F19z NHaRBANN M50 LUNSINNINTSN Les
HUhargnssniiany 1msalunismianssy
3 A o ala  c o ]
mnhthadasnssuuazaaslalan Mszasnay
enlsanenunawsnsutazlnaanvitheannlsanenina
dy o YV L% 1 L v a wva
wanaInil J4a “unanaulsmeaiasljue

M3 laun szaudlulnadu dayiiv Tsdunivue

= UAl Vv J LAl 4
lwden Tuftheargsnssuipanigithedasnssu
uazoasloUan “pdedite Yayme dAwausnsu

v vo , o & X &
waiia lnaanuihe GI'JLL“IJ'SL%R']U‘ZIE]\?IZJJ‘IJ'J&I‘VN [N

wunlaiuanehefuadaiite Wdgme 86 dud
1 “anahsendlalnaiiu gayiiu Tusdunavue
Twdaevasgihens asununaaasniiilausniu
sulndidaenuiialndsmine lagardayiiu
lugfihedagnssuuazaaslatan aaasannnid
lugthaargsnssy anvadualangihadasnssu
wazeaslslan Heildwandlausniuaglunasia
uaiimssnamsmathniiamsehdasnnnivse
wunnEiheargsnssy Usznaudumsiaadu
Mze3eama 3shiing anedayiiuanldinn 3
fimsaaUsinaasd Tesiifiimsmauny 15015
i wga Femldnisanaszesszaudayinluy
Hihedagnssuuazaaslslan Taaund
ann wsalumsmianssusesningihe a9
wunii wanefudsudusniulosnasaauds
mhe loggtheagsnssuiiasuuuany 13nso
lumsvhaanssuilavheiiaduannnnausniu
wigihedaanssuuazaaslslan Nasuuunny
ansalumsinanssulndidsefunassaznam
dhlsanenng dlausn3uuaslndsmie dayail
Fdiun e nsalumsrhaanssudasende
sz lumsilun i wasdawllndmie
NlNeIa ANY IIsendeluiwhiufauen
Sumssnw lulsanenuna wazdinun AN 15
Tumsihanssuwesiheeigsnssuiiausniu
funud 1u15aiy mwanlnatdasenugie
fasnssuuazaaslstin Walndsmhe Yuamnw
wsalumsmpanssuvesgthadasnssnuas
285L5UAN 7 DILNLAANIMINAIAUIINN DU
Tsawenwia uaagluszaulnaiean il ol
wmnsithedaanssuuazaaslslan Hanu 1unn
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lumsmfanssuasudndaguar ldanasnnan
wsn3u uasds nnsadlud mwldEinihigihe
2NYINTIN
HamFIazimany “uwuslumsanwi
Wuh fudsidanu “Nwusmeausuuuiy
waululsawenwa laun seaudayfiuuazlusu
wvneludandiousniu wazany nansalumsih
Aangsu (ﬁy'qmm 11150 LUMSIMAANTINWIASU
wazAaudving) Famineanud szdudayiiv
waslusiunamualudon 3 uasszduany 1o
Tumsimfanssy v fiany wiusiuuuiy
vaululsewennad “u Togwuannu “uwus
FEWINANY N0 IUMSMAINITNAVIIUIUIUY
waululsawenina _snieny “uwussenineszau
Tusiunmuauassayfivludaauszinnuiuuou
Tulsswennadniies uanannii Wauendeses
ANY NRUSIEINANN 1asalumsmianssy
wazwnuwIuuaululsmenwalugtheagsnssy
wazgjithadasnssuuazeaslslin © namsidada
DAARIMUNAMTIATITINNGNTIBENTN 2 Ustun
War aAMaNNUNIIEYae Uand, mse "y, wata |,
UNALAUT, UazUBSeGY (Pompei, Charlson, Ayles,
Mackenzie, & Norton, 1991) ﬁW‘U’J‘W AN N0
Tumsmaanssuiianu “wnusuaztdudmirmning
Pnufuuaululsawemnail “dapesthe wuden
AuniAdezadlsiaduazlansa (Reiley & Howard,
1995) Adnmannuiuuaululsanemnazasgihe
mlaauma uwazwuhenu 1nsalumsmaanssy
warANNIUUSY 23anuauthadiniumnneg
nnuiuueululsiwennald $p8a29.5 uamana
#eu nsalumsiianssuiishunanmsius
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il s dpsnnlulsswenunailld szuu diagnosis-

related groups (DRGs) mlvawiniuuaulu
Tsanenwazatihe wdazaulianulnaidsany
uaﬂmﬂﬁmﬁuuammz (Narain et al., 1988) WU
Ay nsalumsih fanssuianas wazms Siase
et Tsanenuasnsumnmnesnuiuuauly
Tsanenunalesesas 17

AN NWUSIBIAUTEWINNANN 13750 U
mMsmaanssuuaznwIIuuaululsanaruia
Feidenssil anaesuneleh Q’ﬂm“ﬂmqﬁﬁ
au nsalumsiianssuladsemaiendas
AUNIE qﬂmwiﬂmmﬁﬁﬁﬁa 15098AININNT
Jnguazanuuiheyesihe sae Fesindl
TsalszdhdasalsznaufumsSuthadaunay
ﬁrﬂummsﬁmﬂiqwmma (acute on top chronic
illness) Tmﬂwuiﬂumjué’)aehqﬁ HilsaUszanan
@oaia 4 Tu 5 sasnguiacslasfugfamudu
Taﬁmuqﬂszmmw‘%’wﬁmaxLﬂul,mmwuﬂszmm 1
Tu 3 zasngudaduasaimsaninlsaweIuna
wu {13 szduanas ndlaeuulas Suwhan
vauwiiay thavsnuea g Wudu Mswani
e _soglal wnsamianssulamuund uazii
smnuSuueululsainennamny msfieny 5o
Tumsmianssuneudvihelznenny “uwus
nunnwINueululsanea _Ineny 1390
Tumsyhaanssutiiausnhlsenenuna aswnaleh
a1y wnsalumsiianssuazanadiisenuEu
theanady Tusaeiimsiiumedasldnannuaa
“wusAumaaglulamennaiivig vannnil ms
dhiumssnnhilsanennadaiiudoulalvy son
ey wnsalumsmnanssuanaale wWuau
Reveunnasuazane (Sager et al., 1996) 7
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AamugaNy 1ansalumsmnanssnueethe
g 1,279 918 fhunm 3 Wouliudaud
ehlseanenuna wuh Seeas 31 wm@'uqmqﬁtﬁ'ﬁu
ﬂﬁ%’ﬂuﬂukﬂwmma*?i%’nm@'ﬂamﬁauwé’u Y
AN 1Wsalumsmtanssuanasluiunnihe
0 Tsanenuna wa e 3 @Woundamihe wuh
F80y 11 2BNNGNMIBENTNUANTIN UAzTaEas 40
fiamenwwamn dayaildliidiuheny wnse
1umi?'/\lwu1(\|v aldamiiawanyee sangiids
Sineatnniiaduthe Tag U Ay 1nse
Tumsiianssuiianas ue siaudiniz
qwmw*zlmpj'uqmqﬁmmﬁmﬂnaﬂ%mﬂﬁﬁq REDN]
anasuazanuFuthe nadsundunazEasa
ﬂiznauﬁ’ums?/\lwumﬂﬁ%mnﬁgmizmums”qmq
waznndaulamsuaululsswenunafionainne
unsngau il ‘msfiannuiuueululsineua
i
NawemATeinuhszdusayivluiden
wazseaulUsiumnuaiinny “uwusizeausu
Nuuuueululsanennazesithe seg a5

lahszaudayiiunialsfunmuanion dnwuly

fthefilsadszndiEads wasdlaiienuiuthe
@eundu Wy mdeds mshde manaEuues
sume  mldszaudayiivuazlisduludand
seeumad iasnnanuduthadsunaumnlims

mecoessayiiuuazlusduBiniing lasmly
sayfiuiy wisznaudszinasasa: 50 waslusdiu
wvue TeeseiinUssan 20 Suuasilsanms

MeiTesas 4 vasdayliulusnmesa Ty uiane
Guthedifinsziumssnt uiadsunduuazdas
Fudummeanue3eame 352 (physiologic stress)

agmliiinanszeu 1slalalad (cytokines) 1w
tumor necrosis factor (TNF), interleukin 6 (IL-6)
iliiAanneTusfunazdayiiuanas Tasfinaln 3
Ussmsde 1) Mmlimlvasadassanlvdayiiv
ihusennurasadealdanniuy 2) iums
86 (degradation) ¥B4aYNY Udz 3) an
ms “wenzvsayiulasmsan, viinalonszeu 15
tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-a) %ﬁaﬂm‘é wila
5% 2898 Bayiiuas (Peralta & Rubery, 2006)
araenzdayiuuaUsdium uanan
wliilam Aadeiifiuramnainamudiumuen
(D’erasmo et al., 1997) miﬂyumﬂﬁmazmiag"
Tulsameninanuud mzsayiivlu@aacm gty
MmynngaasmMsivihetasaasmMsmednaie
(D’erasmo et al., 1997; Peralta & Rubery, 2006)
iR DOAFBNNUNANMTIVNTNDANIU (meta-analysis)
PR UTUALazABE (Vincent, Dubois, Navickis, &
Wilkes, 2003 819l Kyle et al., 2005)
“uA2¥nuIY 90 AU EUNTEAU
sayfivludeacdudninned "dapanadws
AN qwmwﬁla\iﬁTﬂﬂszﬁuﬁayﬁﬂmﬁaﬂﬁaﬂm 10
nSu/aas flan “wwusfumsiiiaiuuassan
msmesasaz 137 Msiiuithesasas 89 Szﬂzﬁagj
Tuvegtheing@dosas 28 warszeznaiiagly
Tsanenuasesas 17 adalsionuy ladduasaas
(Kyle et al., 2005) tiunszaudayiiuaeaiden
madluslszdiviiennnenudiuase (underesti-
mated) °1umi1jmﬁummLdmwmmazvm‘[nﬁmmi
ﬁﬂﬁuﬂ’lﬂ"g Nutritional Risk Index (NRI) %ﬂi’m
mstssiiusdayfiuuasihminiianas Fnhaui
frszivanu saaznadwsladnt
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a

"UHANSIVVATIH WU SLAUDIUNULSY

u
=

sedulusdumannaluidaniiausnuiianu
“uwus saunvnuwiuueululsinervalu
nqugthe_sgdasnssuuazaaslsilan iy
udlaiwuany “wiusilugiheorgsnssy 813
asueldnlugiredasnssnuazaaslstan
gayfiuwaslustuiunum e lumsmezasuia
WnuRadzuEImsmhsnnlsiwennasz &
uanmnﬁiu@ﬂmﬁ'aﬂﬂsiuuazaaﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ Wnil
fuUsuNsnTaU (extraneous variable) Uaangthe
213053 Wy maduthadsundudissnngthe
dasnssuuazeaslstlan “ wlve) dnidlugdihed
UAINHIAR %ﬁﬁmlﬁ%'umsmuqumst%‘uﬂazﬂ,ﬁ
AenRauUMSHIG é’qﬁv'umm”uﬁuéwmé'ayﬁu
wazTusaunanuasusuuuuaululsinenuna
Sedaunlufihongsnssuifidusunsndau
muanN@utheanna athalsionn wamsHae

awulungudredegiheargsnssuasedl L

20AaINUNEINEYRI lgINUarAnE (Chima et al.,
1997) Awuhanzdayiiuludaamiany
“musnvnwviuuaululsawenuianuuzes
VR o & S a < '
Hlheaigsnssn aenusaGdiiuliaz 3U
gayfiulaifiann “wwusdvnuiuiuueuly
Tsanenwa lugtheengsnssu
Tumeaseha msiseassiinuauds laua
21g v NUlsEeS ivinlawsniu ey
#lulnatuluidaauasms Hu yureIATaUAT)
Lifians “swusduvnuuivueululsineiuia
yaupthe sangadediiy 1Ay 86 #9819
a v & v g o
aswelad snguaziwalududsiidudmunues
Ao wABU Y filiwmwiziazaaweinzwuany
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“wwusnvnwivueululsawenna  uauu
TsadaStathadoanalilnadanny “uwusiv
snuuaulswenng ilssnniwulsaidae
amhﬂﬁ'ﬂwﬁmm@umwm‘[iﬂﬁﬁaqmsms%’ﬂm
qualulsawenina wananil emasingldh lungu
fathamedasnssuuazanslslan Tiasnsae
fauaeilsauszdBass Wy Wy anuduy
Tafia 3 wazila udazdaslasumsmiunuliag
Tunasinsassulanaumsiide Fevhlianu
wlsUnurangumeeniaeatlumsadinaany
“WiugszunesunulsalszndBe Sauarsnm
Juuaululsanenng

Tumuaadennu filmﬁfmﬁau‘sn%'uwm@'ﬂm
Taifiana “wnusnunwiuiuueululsanervia
nathunwszhwiniteslilddn - uanusiy
apsmsaglsamennavdelildveadhiianuguuss
yaslsenn lumeassihy ueefisnuinanns
Lildw aehil amwd u@eaLienT i ueINs
Hvinn wu M vaaingNaIMsumluan
(metabolic syndrome) ﬁﬁﬂﬁfwwﬁmﬁuuazﬁmju
Tsavatgadle NAISIVLURINBITAUILABIE
(Pichard et al., 2004) F1BNUNUIAFHIIAME
fini 20 fiens “nwusiusuuiuuauly
Tsanenwunafisnuni 12 Su uaduiianameflaily
Wniwasithuhunanduils (free-fat mass) lu
Msea-uamMz samalagunnmsfiiane “wwug
Aunnwiuuaululsinenuna

YunamTeasinwuh seauslulnaiu
Tuidealifine “uwusnuiuiuiuusulu
T5aNENNaTY ULANMINNNANLITEIRY UaSFad
uazAniz (Nordyke et al., 2004) Anuhszauilu
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A
N v

Tnaduludend ¢ “wWusiuiiunuiuuoudi “u
Tungugthelaguman 8,569 m1a araduly
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Abstract: Length of hospital stay has been used as an indicator of the quality of care
in the acute care setting. Prolonged length of stay may result in patients’
complications, a low rate of patient bed utilization, and high health care cost.
The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine selected factors (i.e., age,
gender, number of chronic diseases, body weight, hemoglobin level, albumin
level, total protein, functional ability, and family support) related to length of hospital
stay of older patients in Ramathibodi Hospital. The sample consisted of 324 patients
aged 60 years and older, who were admitted in medical and surgical-orthopedics
wards during October to December 2004. Data collection procedures were conducted
after the approval of the Ethics Committee of Ramathibodi Hospital. Findings showed
that most of the sample (63.9%) were female; their age ranged from 60 to 97 years
with a mean age of 72.26 years (SD = 7.07). The length of hospital stay ranged
from 1 to 62 days with a mean of 10.98 days (SD = 9.74), a median of 8 days,
and a mode of 6 days. Because most study variables were not normally distributed,
Spearman’s rho (r,) was used to explore the relationships among variables. The
results revealed that the albumin and total protein level at admission, functional
abilities at admission and at discharge were significantly, negatively correlated with
the length of hospital stay, indicating that the higher level of such variables,
the shorter length of hospital stay of older patients. However, age, gender, the number
of underlying disease, body weight at admission, the hemoglobin level, functional
abilities before admission, and family support were not significantly correlated with
the length of hospital stay. The results suggest that nutritional status and functional
ability be improved to shorten the length of hospital stay of older patients.
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