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Factors Predicting Alcohol Consumption Behaviors among

Hazardous Drinkers: A Case Study in Muang, Suratthani Province™*

Wipawan Chaoum Pensuksan** M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)
K.Sinsak Suvanchot*** M.Sc. (Mental Health)

Abstract: Alcohol consumption causes health and social problems. Therefore, it is important to
screen hazardous drinkers and prevent them from alcohol dependence. The purpose of this study
was to examine factors that predict alcohol consumption behaviors among hazardous drinkers
based on the Health Belief Model developed by Becker and colleagues. Stratified random sampling
was used to select 120 adults aged 15 to 40 years old. However, ninety- one participants (75.83%
of the potential participants) were willing to participate in the research. The instruments included
1) Personal Data, 2) the General Knowledge about Alcohol Consumption, 3) the Health Belief
Questionnaire, and 4) a structured interview guide. Quantitative data were analyzed using t-test,
Pearson Product Moment Correlation, and Stepwise Multiple Regression. Qualitative data were
analyzed using content analysis. This study found that the minimum age of the first-time alcohol
consumption in hazardous drinkers was 7 years old, while their average age was 18.05 years old.
The results revealed that major reasons were curiosity (39.6%) and persuasion by friends and
acquaintances (30.8%). The first event of alcohol consumption was celebration with their friends
(34.1%). These people currently sustained alcohol consumption behavior for social relationship
and friendship. The sample had a moderate level of total health belief, perceived susceptibility,
severity of health problem, and barriers for reducing alcohol consumption. However, they highly
perceived benefits to reduce alcohol consumption because they were aware that reduction of
alcohol consumption would lead to healthy life, better economy, and family relationship. General
knowledge about alcohol consumption had a correlation with alcohol consumption behaviors after
3-6 month of screening (r = -.29, p < .01). Furthermore, factors of age, total health belief,
perceived susceptibility, and severity of health problem were correlated with general knowledge
about alcohol consumption (r = .28; r = .28; r = .28, and r = .26, p < .05, respectively).
When all variables were analyzed using the Stepwise Multiple Regression model, it was found that
general knowledge about alcohol consumption and perception of drinking behaviors at screening
accounted for 13% of the variance in alcohol consumption behaviors after 3-6 months of
screening in hazardous drinkers. Data from content analysis in the sample who reduced alcohol
consumption after 3-6 month of screening revealed that an important factor for reduction of
alcohol consumption was their family members. The barrier factors for reduction of alcohol
consumption were social value of the peer group and social environment. This study showed
that giving knowledge about alcohol consumption had benefits in promoting reduction in alcohol
consumption among drinkers who had health problem risks.

Keywords: Alcohol consumption behaviors, Hazardous drinker, Health belief
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