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A Program of Care to Prevent Functional Decline in

Hospitalized Older Patients
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Abstract: Functional decline is an important clinical problem in older patients that
results from acute illness prior to or during hospitalization. Having knowledge
regarding functional decline in older persons can motivate health care providers to
realize this problem and design nursing intervention appropriately. Thus, development
of a program of care to prevent functional decline in hospitalized older patients using
an evidence-based approach should be helpful to maintain and promote functional
independence, as well as to prevent functional decline through the comprehensive
geriatric assessment and nursing care protocol. This intervention program is

developed with collaboration between nursing education and nursing service.
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Functional decline
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