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Work Improvement to Prevent Medication Errors in Patients
Receiving Neuraxial Opioid at Post Anesthesia Care Unit (PACU)*

Jittima Jiarpinitnun** B.Sc. (Nursing)

Abstract: Post operative pain after anesthesia has become a very important problem
for anesthesia care of anesthetized patients. Pain has an effect on physical and mental
derangement resulting in delayed recovery. Pain therapy combining regional anesthesia
with neuraxial opioid to relief pain is recently used by anesthesiologists. Nurse
anesthetists at post anesthesia care unit (PACU) play an important role in taking care
of these patients for analgesia to relief pain after surgery while trying to avoid serious
opioid-related adverse events in PACU. The article reviews the work improvement for
nurse anesthetist to prevent medication errors in patients receiving neuraxial opioid in
PACU. The results showed no incidence of medication errors related to additional
systemic opioids in PACU that supports the anesthesia care service improvement for

nurses to provide care to patients effectively and safely.
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