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Critical Thinking Ability of Nursing Students Studying
through the Problem-Based Learning Method and the
Satisfaction towards Teaching Learning Method
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Rujires Thanooruk** R.N., M.Ed. (Educational Management),
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Prapis Chanpuelksa* R.N., M.Sc. (Applied Behavioral Science Research)

Abstract: Critical thinking is the expected product needed to occur among nursing
students, nursing lecturers therefore need to have good understanding in the content of
critical thinking ability in nursing students. With the deeper understanding, those
lecturers are able to search for appropriate teaching method in promoting students to
practice critical thinking skills. The purposes of this study were to investigate the
critical thinking ability in nursing students and to compare the mean scores of critical
thinking in three components: analysis, evaluation, and inference. The sample consisted
of 129 first-year undergraduate nursing students. The research instruments were composed
of the demographic questionnaire, the critical thinking questionnaire developed by
Facione and colleague which the internal consistency was .70, and the satisfaction to
problem-based learning method questionnaire. Data were collected after completing
with the problem-based learning method for fifteen weeks. The research findings
showed that the mean score of critical thinking in most students studying through the
problem-based learning method was in the moderate level. Regarding three components
of critical ability, it was found that the mean score of the inference part was in the
moderate level whereas the mean scores of the analysis part and evaluation part were
in the low level. Many students evaluated that the usefulness, appropriateness, and
satisfaction of studying through the problem-based method were in the good level.
When considering the relationship between the demographic data and the critical thinking
ability, it was shown that there were statistically significant differences between gender,
GPA score obtaining from high school, and grade of introduction to nursing course
and the mean score of critical thinking ability, respectively. This current study suggested
that the critical thinking ability of undergraduate nursing students need to be improved
by providing theory of critical thinking to students and stimulating students to keep
practicing critical thinking skills. This is the challenging job for nursing lecturers to
develop the teaching method promoting critical thinking in nursing students.

Keywords: critical thinking, nursing students, problem-based learning
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