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Satisfaction with Baccalaureate Nursing Program and Perception
toward Self-Ability in Nursing Competency of New Nursing

Graduates

Siranee Kejkornkaew* M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)

Rujires Thanooruk** M.Ed. (Educational Management), M.Ed. (Psychology and Guidance)
Aporacha Lumdubwong* M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)

Abstract: The aims of this study were to explore the satisfaction toward the baccalaureate
nursing program and the perception toward self-ability in nursing competency of new nursing
graduates. The subjects of this study comprised 102 new nursing graduates finishing in the
academic year of 2004. Research questionnaires included the New Nursing Graduates’
Satisfaction toward Baccalaureate Nursing Program Questionnaire and the Perception toward
the Level of Self-Ability in Nursing Competency Questionnaire. Descriptive statistics
were used to analyze the data.

Results revealed that the satisfaction with nursing program of new nursing graduates
was in the high level regarding all four aspects of the nursing program including curriculum
characteristics, nurse teacher’s characteristics, teaching methods, and learning resources.
The satisfaction with nurse teacher’s characteristics was rated in the highest level.
In addition, the perception toward the level of self-ability in nursing competency of new
nursing graduates were in the high level in all three aspects including communication skills
and interpersonal relationship skills, management skills, and basic skills for working.
However, nursing graduates thought that the self-ability of communication skills and
interpersonal relationship skills were in the highest level.

The findings from this study supported the continuation of the baccalaureate
nursing curriculum focusing on self-directed learning, problem-based learning, case analysis,
and clinical practice. Results also suggested that Ramathibodi School of Nursing should
continue improving quality of the curriculum in order to assist nursing students to achieve
the highest self-ability in nursing competency and the highest of satisfaction with the

baccalaureate nursing program.

Keywords: Satisfaction, Nursing curriculum, Nursing competency, New nursing graduates

* Lecturer, Division of Fundamental Nursing, Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol University
**Associate Professor, Division of Fundamental Nursing, Department of Nursing, Faculty of Medicine, Ramathibodi Hospital, Mahidol

University
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